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The University of Colima (UCOL) is a Mexi—
can public university with several campuses
across the state of Colima, bordering the Pacific
Ocean. It was created on September 16, 1940 by
the President L 4 zaro C a rdenas as People's U—
niversity of Colima, and intended to serve the e—
ducational needs of the Michoac an, Jalisco,
and Colima. The University's library system
holds over 93,127 volumes.

On December 8th, 2014, Zhejiang Interna—
tional Studies University (ZISU)and UCOL signed
an International Academic Exchange agreement
with the objective to offer their undergraduate
students to have an international experience dur—
ing one or two semesters under the frame of aca—
demic basis with the support of the host univer—
sity in immigration procedures, place for living
and the use of university’s facilities on campus.

For UCOL this partnership has been a great
opportunity to expand the options for Colima
students to develop international, intercultural
and global competence in a prestigious institu—
tion. The cultural learning that China provides to
our students is enough to say their experience
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By Genoveva Amador Fierros

worth in this exchange program, and it is still
strengthen with the valuable education and
great support given by ZISU. it is being one of
the most fruitful academic relationship not only
for the number of students benefit from both
sides until now but for the speed in which we
have built confidence in each other institution.
During 2015, 6 ZISU Students have come to the
University of Colima and three students from U—
COL have gone to ZISU, to study at least during
a semester. Both institutions have demonstrated
enough experience to receive international stu—
dents and to share the aim to contribute to a
mutual international and intercultural under—
standing between our countries through the
student’s academic and cultural exchange.
Chinese students and especially those com—
ing from ZISU to UCOL have excelled by being
kind, disciplined and organized, committed to
its goal of study and want to learn always more.
They have been also collaborative with the in—
ternationalization policy of UCOL and have
showed availability to participate in our “Inter—

cultural dialogues”. Definitely, ZISU students

are making a great contribution to our interna—
tionalization policy, because not only our stu-—
dents learn from China through them but they
also build friendship that could be lasting ones.
Yanyan Zhu, is a ZISU student who left deep
impression in the University of Colima not only
for her committed to their studies but also for
her interest in play the guitar. She visited “Para—
cho”, a little town in the state of Michoac an in
M é xico, famous for its artisans who make the
best guitars in the country, and said she wanted
to ask for making her own guitar. Yanyan is a
very proactive student.

ZISU is such kind of institutional partner,
which one would have wanted to meet long time
before. We both are prepared to give our stu-—
dents the opportunity to achieve not only the in—
ternational experience but also including a sec—
ond degree for them, as a result of some kind of
learning experiences in both institutions. I am
aware this is an ambitious but realistic idea that
ZISU and UCOL could develop for the future.

(Head of International Affairs and Academic
Cooperation of UCOL)
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Juxtaposed with the lively
sunflowers, the university monu—
ment behind seems ever more
solemn. The wuniversity motto
“Virtue, Perseverance, Erudition,
Practicality” engraved in it, is a
manifestation of the code of con-—
duct and ceaseless quest for
knowledge showcased by staff and
students in ZISU. Sitting behind the
monument is administration build—
ing, whose grey walls symbolize
the university’s time—honored his—
tory: for decades, it has weathered
one storm after another, and passed _
on knowledge, skills and spirit r{
from one generation to another. ;
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