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Queletempspassevitel Onadumal a
croire que 1’an 2016 est d é ja derri & re
nouslSontencorefraisdansnotrem é moire
la brise parfum é e des apr ¢ s—midi print—
aniers, leciel estival diament é d’ é toiles,
les feuilles mortes d’automne craquant
sous nos pas, et la blancheur neigeuse au
1 é veilhivernal

L’ann é e 2016 nous a vus grandir, les

& tudiantsdud é partementde frangais, et
nousavons é galement é t é t é moinsdela
croissance du d é partement. Ne connais—
sant riendu frangais a 'entr ¢ e de I'uni—
versit é , aujourd’hui la plupart d’entre
nous sommes capables de nous exprimer
danscettelangue, quecesoitpourfaireune
conversation courante ou mener une dis—
cussion en classe: le jour ou on é tait
nerveux et timide jusqu’a ne pouvoir
prononcermotsembled é ja loin--+

Nous avonsdelachanced’ é tudieravec
l'aide de nos professeurs aussi rigoureux
qu’affectueux—lafigured’autorit é Mon—
sieur Li, le bien—aim é Monsieur Xu, la
sourianteMadameMeng,1’ é 1 ¢ gantMon—
sieurWu, etlesjeunesetbellesdamesChen,
Gong, Deng et Shen Sans oublier nos profs

& trangers—letr ¢ sregrett é Oscar,letr ¢ s
rigolo Micka€l, la tr ¢ s consciencieuse
Marjolaine,etEmiliequivanousmanquer

Aumoisdejuin, onaditaurevoiraux

& tudiants de la premi ¢ re promotion. Les
dipli m é s partent, le coeur serr é mais

aussi plein d’esp é rances pour ’avenir. De
leurcdt é , les profs sont tristes et heureux
a la fois, comme la m ¢ re aigle qui voit
voler ses aiglons En septembre on a ac—
cueilli les nouveaux. A peine arriv é s, ils
commencentd éja a 1 é ver, tout semble
possiblepoureux.

En 2016 nous avons gagn é bien des
batailles et remport é bien des victoires.
Celle qui m é rite le plus d’ & tre mention
née,estquel’ é quipededeux é1 & vesde
deuxi ¢ me ann é e, She Yidian et Wang
Manfei, a obtenu le premier prix du con—
coursnational de traductionde po é sie. D’
uncoupnotre universit é s’estdonn é une
I é putationnationale ! Aumoisd’octobre,
a la tro isieme édition de la Féte
sino—frangais e,nousavonseuuneexp é ri—
ence d é changes approfondis avec des
lyc é ens venus de France Pendant une se—
maineonav é cuensemble, ch é rissant 1’
opportunit é de nous faire connaltre les
uns les autres et d’apprendre notre
langue et culture respective.

Aud é butde2017 a'approchedunouvel
an chinois, le d ¢ partement frangais est
convaincu que tout ira bien, que I'ann é e
prochaine sera encore meilleure Nous
profitons de I'occasion pour souhaiter une
ann é efructueuse anotreuniversit é ,dontla
devise (Vertu,Volont é ,EruditionPraxis )
guideranotremarcheeravant( ¥ % % %1% 5
FE 2015 R iki5 2 L5 4)

Harvest in ZISU

By Jeff McNeal

As a recent graduate from univer—
sity in the United States, this is my
first time working overseas. I have
been overseas a couple times, includ—
ing having studied in China for a few
months two years ago. Several people
ask me lately if I like China, and I al—
ways answer “I was here before and I
came back, did I not?” I am glad to be
given the chance to share with you
some of the reasons why I decided to
return to China after graduating.

Though I am on the other side of
the world from my home, there are so
many similarities here in Hangzhou
that make me feel like I am at home.
My home state is well known for its
connection to nature, water, and its
kind people. All of these things can
be found here in Hangzhou. The out—
door activities have changed though,
such as riding a bike instead of my
horse, or hiking on the mountains
behind campus instead of kayaking on
the river. The students and staff on
campus have been very friendly as
well. Several students, not just my
own shy students, will say hi to me
as I walk on campus. This does so
much good for me being far away
from home! I offer any help students
may want in practicing their English
with me, and several of my students
have chosen to do this over lunches
or conversations on WeChat. They get
to practice their English, I get to
learn more about China and have some
company when I otherwise might be
alone. I have also had times where
students have gone above and helped
me out. A favorite example of this
was when I had issues with my bank
account, and had to go to the bank to
resolve the issue. I guess all the staff

who knew English were out at the
time, but some of my students hap—
pened to be at the bank at the time.
They were able to help bridge the lan—
guage problem [ was encountering,
and I got the help I needed because of
them.

The position offered to me here at
ZISU has been a great experience as
well. I had a few teaching internships
before I graduated, but they were all
very different from what I can do here.
This classroom has given me many op—
portunities to grow as a teacher with its
flexibility and support that I get. I felt
bad for my students in the first few
weeks as [ was changing so much about
my teaching from week to week, but
we have now made it to the end of the
first semester for many of us! Most of
my classes are freshman, so this is their
first semester at university. Some nights
lately have been nonstop messages
calming the students who are worried
about their final exams. I have also been
able to talk with several other teachers
with different levels of education and
experience to further refine my ideas for
the coming semester of classes. Between
my experiences this semester and their
help, I have great expectations for the
upcoming semester!

Even though I had been overseas
before, this was my first holiday season
away from my family. I did feel a bit
lonely without them, but I was not en—
tirely alone. Everyone here has been so
welcoming, teachers and students alike.
My new family of friends here has made
it a great time of year still. Thank you to
everyone at ZISU. Let us dream big and
support each other in achieving these
dreams!
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