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A 33—year Partner: the
University of Wisconsin
- River Falls

By Katrina Larsen

The University of Wisconsin - River Falls(also known
as UW - River Falls or UWRF') is a public liberal arts uni—
versity located in River Falls, Wisconsin. It is part of the
Minneapolis—St. Paul metropolitan area. The 226-acre
campus is situated on the Kinnickinnic River in the St.
Croix River valley. The university has 32 major buildings
and two laboratory farms, with a total of 440 acres of land.

ZISU and UWRF have had a partnership since
1983—that is 33 years, very few partnerships last that
long. I had the privilege of attending ZISU’s 60th An—
niversary Celebration. It was most impressive.The UWRF
Chancellor, Dean Van Galen, and I continue to talk about
how wonderful the event was. To me it says we are a
good fit for each other and I anticipate that the partner—
ship will last for many more years.

The faculty and staff who have worked with ZISU
students have been very impressed.Students from ZISU
are hardworking, dedicated students.They are eager to
learn and are active in different student organizations and
activities such as the International Student Bazaar and the
Lunar New Year Celebration. ZISU students bring a rich—
ness to our campus that we very much welcome. And the
students are fun,nice people.They are a joy to be around.

ZISU students have also made an impact on the River
Falls community by their involvement in the River Falls
School District.RF schools want ZISU students to come
and work with their students. I hear comments from par—
ents about how much their children learn from the ZISU
students. ZISU is having a lasting impact on many people
at UWRF, the community of River Falls, and beyond. A
number of students stick with me. What they all have in
common is a commitment to learning, are very profes—
sional, and represent ZISU and China well.

We plan to keep working on all of our current part—
nerships and continue to look at new opportunities to
work together.UWRF loves having ZISU students and the
UWRF students who go to ZISU come back loving ZISU,
China and the Chinese people.They can’t wait to get back.
China has become a second home for them and I hope that
the ZISU students think of UWRF as their second home.

( Interim Assistant Vice Chancellor & Executive Director
for International Education of UWRF)
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Against the caesious stone wall shaded in camphor trees, is inscribed “Zhe Jiang In—
temational Studies University” in both Chinese and English,an embodiment of her inter—
nationalized educational philosophy. Veiled among the exuberant camphor trees is the
art building with green tiles and white walls. The numerous years behind it only adds to
its sense of erudition. Despite all the hustle and bustle around her, she is imperturbably
placid ;despite being a cradle for a myriad of talents, she is eternally humble.
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